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Common Core State Standards1 Covered in 

Animal Olympics 

 
English Language Arts Standards » Writing » Grade 3 
Text Types and Purposes 
3.W.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. 

 Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists reasons. 

 Provide reasons that support the opinion. 

 Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons. 

 Provide a concluding statement or section. 
 
3.W,2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

 Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension. 

 Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 

 Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of information. 

 Provide a concluding statement or section. 
 
3.W.4. With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task 
and purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing  
types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
 
3.W.5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and 
editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 3 on page 29.) 
 
3.W.7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 
 
3.W.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
English Language Arts Standards » Speaking & Listening » Grade 3 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
3.SL.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacherled) with diverse partners on 
grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
 their own clearly. 

 Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other 
information known about the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 
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 Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, speaking one 
at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 

 Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of 
others. 

 Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 
 
3.SL.3. Ask and answer questions about information froma speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and detail. 
 
3.SL.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, 
speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 
 
3.SL.6. Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide requested detail or clarification. (See 

grade 3 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 28 for specific expectations.) 
 
English Language Arts Standards » Language » Grade 3 
Conventions of Standard English 
3.L.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

 Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in general and their functions in particular sentences. 

 Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 

 Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 

 Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 

 Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; 

 I will walk) verb tenses. 

 Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 

 Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be 
modified. 

 Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 

 Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 
 
3.L.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 

 Use commas in addresses. 

 Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue. 

 Form and use possessives. 

 Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, 
smiled, cries, happiness). 

 Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word families, position-based spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, 
meaningful word parts) in writing words. 
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 Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 
 
Knowledge of Language 
3.L.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

 Choose words and phrases for effect.* 

 Recognize and observe differences between the conventions of spoken and written standard English. 

 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
3.L.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain specific words and phrases, 
including those that signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we went looking for them). 

 
Mathematics » Operations and Algebraic Thinking » Grade 3 
Represent and solve problems involving multiplication and division. 
3.OA1. Interpret products of whole numbers, e.g., interpret 5 × 7 as the total number of objects in 5 groups of 7 objects each. For 
example, describe a context in which a total number of objects can be expressed as 5 × 7. 
 
3.OA.2. Interpret whole-number quotients of whole numbers, e.g., interpret 56 ÷ 8 as the number of objects in each share when 56 
objects are partitioned equally into 8 shares, or as a number of shares when 56 objects are partitioned into equal shares of 8 objects 
each. For example, describe a context in which a number of shares or a number of groups can be expressed as 56 ÷ 8. 
 
3.OA.3. Use multiplication and division within 100 to solve word problems in situations involving equal groups, arrays, and 
measurement quantities, e.g., by using drawings and equations with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem.1 
 
3.OA.6. Understand division as an unknown-factor problem. For example, find 32 ÷ 8 by finding the number that makes 32 when 

multiplied by 8. 
 
Multiply and divide within 100. 
3.OA.7. Fluently multiply and divide within 100, using strategies such as the relationship between multiplication and division (e.g., 
knowing that 8 × 5 = 40, one knows 40 ÷ 5 = 8) or properties of operations. By the end of Grade 3, know from memory all products of 
two one-digit numbers. 

 
Solve problems involving the four operations, and identify and explain patterns in arithmetic. 
3.OA.8. Solve two-step word problems using the four operations. Represent these problems using equations with a letter standing for 
the unknown quantity. Assess the reasonableness of answers using mental computation and estimation strategies including 
rounding. 
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Mathematics » Number Sense and Base Ten » Grade 3 
3.NBT.3. Multiply one-digit whole numbers by multiples of 10 in the range 10–90 (e.g., 9 Å~ 80, 5 Å~ 60) using strategies based on 

place value and properties of operations. 

 
Mathematics » Measurement and Data » Grade 3 
Solve problems involving measurement and estimation of intervals of time, liquid volumes, and masses of objects. 
3.MD.1. Tell and write time to the nearest minute and measure time intervals in minutes. Solve word problems involving addition and 
subtraction of time intervals in minutes, e.g., by representing the problem on a number line diagram. 

 
Represent and interpret data 
3.MD.3. Draw a scaled picture graph and a scaled bar graph to represent a data set with several categories. Solve one- and two-step 
“how many more” and “how many less” problems using information presented in scaled bar graphs. For example, draw a bar graph in 
which each square in the bar graph might represent 5 pets. 
 
3.MD.4. Generate measurement data by measuring lengths using rulers marked with halves and fourths of an inch. Show the data by 
making a line plot, where the horizontal scale is marked off in appropriate units— whole numbers, halves, or quarters. 
 
4.NF.6. Use decimal notation for fractions with denominators 10 or 100. For example, rewrite 0.62 as 62/100; describe a length as 
0.62 meters; locate 0.62 on a number line diagram. 
 
4.NF.7. Compare two decimals to hundredths by reasoning about their size. 

Recognize that comparisons are valid only when the two decimals refer to the same whole. Record the results of comparisons with 
the symbols >, =, or <, and justify the conclusions, e.g., by using a visual 
model. 
 
2.MD.1. Measure the length of an object by selecting and using appropriate tools such as rulers, yardsticks, meter sticks, and 
measuring tapes. 
 
2.MD.10. Draw a picture graph and a bar graph (with single-unit scale) to represent a data set with up to four categories. Solve 

simple put together, take-apart, and compare problems using information presented in a bar graph. 
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